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Christian Diterature Society for Fnodia. 
(Founded 1858.) 
President: The Right Hon. LORD REAY, G.C.S.I., D.Litt. 
Offices: 35, John St., Bedford Row, London, W.C. 


THE WORK OF Specimens of some of the 


Misliee ro OCI bY: | Languages in which the Society Publishes. 


HE Christian Literature Society for The words given in each of the following languages are the first 
India (first called The Christian Ver- | two or three sentences of the Lord’s Prayer. 
nacular Education Society) was founded in 
1858 ‘“‘as the answer of Christian Britain 
to the horrors of the Mutiny.” Its founders 
were the Secretaries of the leading British 
Missionary Societies, assisted by Lord 
Shaftesbury, the great philanthropist, and a : i 
large number of Civil and Military Officers pric eo Vs -(s? x CP) vio wh <e cs! 
who had laboured in India. “ : * nuit ae a 
The objects which the founders had in Dheul sere So? uP = <a teh? Goa 
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1. HINDI. United Provinces, Punjab, Central India, &c. 
2 wart BAT for | Fa am vfes fred ara! ac aw sas At 
e ~ 
Zar He BA 4 Fa grat ae wet era! ear ferre al Tet aH eH 


2. URDU. Spoken by the Muhammadans in most parts of India. 


view were two-fold: (1) The training 
of Christian Teachers for work in 
vernacular village schools, and (2) The 
publication of Christian Books in 
all the languages of India. Education was 
spreading, but there were no trained and 
efficient Christian Teachers. Everywhere 
the people were learning to read but there 
were hardly any Christian books for them. 
These two great needs were felt in every 
Province. There were few books in any of 
the vernaculars suitable for Christian con- 


verts, fewer still for enquirers: while of | 


trained Christian teachers for vernacular 
village schools there were none. 


To meet these pressing needs the Christian 
Vernacular Education Society was estab- 
lished. It opened Normal Colleges for 
Native Christian youths, whom it sent out, 
after a course of three years, fully equipped 
for school work; and at the same time 


established Publishing Branches at 


(SPECIMENS OF INDIAN LANGUAGES—continued.) 


3. BENGALI. Chiefly in Bengal and Assam. 


ce winiwz gig fase! cotnta ain ofaaat otas oer conta 
aera Si WSs Cotta BQl Wi cova afettweg conf TEA SESE 


4, MUSALMAN BENGALI. Chiefly in Eastern Bengal and 


Assam. 
ata sivkya tyata zis, cotta vty amat eee cotatz 
THMTRS Tes | Cotta WAR CUNA WPT Verwe, Conte ones 


5. KASHMIRI. 


Province. 
crm bo Wye Che age Golesl Gog alle dle col 
a3 ly ay soy Ole UR wilds ve Gk 


Kashmir, the Punjab and the N.W. Frontier 


6. ASSAMESE. Chiefly in Assam. 


ce Sinta gens ee} Pf; cotvia aim ates eos, cote zie 
RSF, CHAE TANS coravs fafefecst cotuta Boi we wes 1 aE 
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several of the Provincial capitals from 
which it at once began to issue a stream of 
Christian books of all kinds in several of 
the chief languages of India—books for the 
Native Church, the School, the 
z2enana rs for the Hindu and for the 
Muslim. 

For some years the educational side of 
the work received as much attention as the 
literary. Nearly 2,500 converts were trained 
at the Society's three Normal Colleges at 
Amritsar, Dindigul, and Ahmed- 
nagar, and over 100,000 heathen children 
received a Christian education in the 
Society's vernacular village schools. 

Of late years the resources of the 
Society have been more and more devoted 
to literature, and its name has accordingly 
been changed to one which more 
curately describes its present work. As 
the great Missionary Societies established 
Training Colleges of their own, there 


ac- 


8. PANJABI. 


_ 9, GUJARATI. 
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PPE UNDE laesie be catana aah Baluchistan: 


QU pigs a5 (eT 4 Lend yS pe Foy Lela 5 


cutis : we ; , 
uses poles 3 cel tos Cost § ele GS USk 


Punjab, Kashmir and N.W. Frontier Province. 

I wars fust F Rot feu U, Sav are ufeg afm we; 
Sat ata ita; Sot fefgen taut Aon feu T faut Yost us 
North Bombay, Rajputana and Central India. 


StL marsiUurritl rat iM, 3 alr Ufa mr; 
Us Aleve AlN; oH MUU Am yA 4a aid 


10.-MARATHI. 
2 eran wrargiate ara, ae ATE ufea mfae ard. ad wg oR. 


Bombay, Central Provinces and Hyderabad. 


Bh wrargia qa geviatet sa ZSNATy erat. aaat wat ay 
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gradually came to be less need for ours, 
but the cry for more Christian books became 
louder year by year. The Society's Colleges 
were therefore one by one transferred to 
other bodies, and the funds thus set free 
devoted to literature. This concentration 
of its resources has enabled the Society 
very largely to increase the num- 
ber of its publications, as the figures 
on page 7 will show. 


But in spite of this rapid increase, 
Christian books are more urgently 
needed to-day than ever before, 
and the opportunities for effective evan- 
gelistic effort along literary lines are pro- 
portionately increased. Readers are 
multiplying more rapidly than 
books, and it depends upon us whether 
they shall have that to read which is pure 
and elevating, and will lead them upwards 


to Him who is the source of all Truth, the | 


Life and Light of men, or be shut up to 


(SPECIMENS OF INDIAN LANGUAGES—continued.) 


11. PERSIAN. Persia and North India. 


a) shh ele gh pao spb mit l, Shu ys! 
eer Uh mei yb at Hb eee el lel, Hey 
12, PASHTU. N.W. Frontier Province and the Punjab 

FY 2 09 J gS olenl 2 de type OR ol 
82 ae aS} ew sab} ol, > Gas aaltsoly | oo arlgg dpe 
13. TAMIL. Madras, Mysore, Hyderabad, and North Ceylon. 
uTHenamsahemHes@m crtacr GerCa, 2 tba 
Ow 6tob uss suuUGUSTS. 2 bow 


14-1 ELUGU; 


Provinces. 


LYST BSo0h Go S AT” Sosy, d “Hx Ho fof DBSOS So 


RE, DN WwdsSo ScoyhwY, d 0 Sho WT Woo 
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Madras, Hyderabad, Mysore, and Central 


the puerile and worthless, and too often 
impure and debasing literature poured from 
the Hindu press, or, if they read English, 
to the still more pernicious publications 
of the free-thought press of Europe and 
America. Few realise the importance of the 
issue. Those who do realise it admit that 
at the present time Christian lit= 
erature has a paramount claim 
upon the generosity of the Chris- 
tian public of this land. 


It should also be remembered that while 
the work is one of supreme importance, 
it presents unique and peculiar 
difficulties. We cannot merely import 
the literatures of other lands and peoples into 
India. A worthy Christian literature, and 
one which shall be a power for good among 
the people of India, must be Rastern and 
not Western in its outlook. It must be 
indigenous to the country and in touch 
with the deepest thoughts of the people. 


(SPECIMENS OF INDIAN LANGUAGES—continued.) 


15. GONDI. 


India. 


Central Provinces, Hyderabad, Madras, and Central 
& wrare wetaret zee ater wire ufrx aiat eats ata us 
arnt ater aat Har aenad ered yfaatager gtr egs ara feaazin 


16. ORIYA. Orissa, Madras and Central Provinces. 


GQ ARAKGQ YY IASI, QA #INQ asi cgQ) 
QAQ AEs AC | CAQSA qaeQ cagea qureQ QAQ 


17. MALAYALAM. Travancore, Cochin and Coorg. 


6D E3B.S OVIDONUONID | amar, Mammo ome 
CID YARVAIANAIGSIMNAD ; HNAMO OIE3)o aancmnaa, 


18. KANARESE. Mysore, S. Bombay and Hyderabad. 
S5S0e55_O BS SSQ FoSdwl, ASQ Vosoy DOBKaTOXO, 
SQ TaVZVoso, ASZ BH GIGAKISH OHS OTs 
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While it sets Christ before them in all the | 


saving power of His redeeming love, it must | 


not be the mere exposition of an alien faith. 
It must bring Christ to them if it is to bring 
them to Christ. 
is increased manyfold by the number of 


languages that have to be dealt with. This | 


Society has published books in 
about 24 of the Indian languages, 


and in the great majority of these issues new | 


books every year. To create an adequate, 
living, and influential Christian literature 
in all these languages is a colossal task, and 
one in which little more than a beginning 
has as yet been made. 


For all these reasons the Committee of 
the Christian Literature Society 
earnestly ask the support and 
active co-operation of all lovers 
of Christ and India. 


ee 


And this initial difficulty © 


(SPECIMENS OF INDIAN LANGUAGES—continued.) 


19. SINHALESE. South Ceylon. 
PH8ea8B D.DKBs FGm Gaomndmsis ODDwHss 
| eded sda gacdd adOmsiadod GHduo vasa 


L <0. BURMESE. Burma, Assam and the Andamans. 


G6ODIE8NNEIF 95] 6009GG 20 29aO}HHOH goKsG06005 
(Fx%c005s9°4c 206003 (9 00(3C2q0)60690% Sod 


| 21. PWO-KAREN. The Karenni States and Lower Burma. 


015999252G OI, C018j01D9108r, BscowgeBsocle, ¥ 
$9303) 05151 90100,~ 9003 9q88) P9904 x 9301007. 
22. SGAU-KAREN. The Karenni States 


100853 582c81058sd310001. 53018931, d900q)] 899899 
82,093 loriaaBidd5oo0535, 2901995 p3!d081.~ 1098535 
6 


NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS 


ISSUED BY sh bliisO Cini. 


(lan 0 Seat ones et aati aera eae ea Tecate 
: The figures are given in decades to show the growth of the work. 
Vears. feaine ss oe ES oh a eae 
1858 to 1867 (ten years) ve s: a2) 3,901,010 
Pe6GRtOm 167 2e(2= dos *} 3 af off 4,108,990 
Pe /Gut0 LOS 7> (5. doe =) ae a 482 4,535,970 
LopomLO lOc. () a. dO.) ie ee 807 9,944,613 
Log8eto.-1907;  =<do. » *) aN: 2,066 » 16,385,703 
1908 & 1909 (two years) be AR 456 3,229,440 


BRANCHES OF THE SOCIETY, 


with the languages in which they publish and name of Local Secretary. 


Branch. 
MADRAS 


CALCUTTA 

ALLAHABAD 

LUDHIANA (PunjasB) 
BoMBAY Se a 
CuTTACK 

MYSORE t ae 
CoLOMBO ieevten? 
RANGOON {BuRMA) 


Languages. 


English, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and Toda 


Bengali, Musalman Bengali and Assamese 
Hindi, Urdu (Roman) and Bkotia 

Punjabi, Urdu (Persian), Sindhi and Eira 
Marathi and Gujarati .. 

Oriya ASE er 

Kanarese <e oe 

English and Sinhalese .. 

Burmese and Karen 


Secretary. 


Rev. JOSEPH PASSMORE 
(who is also Sect. for India) 


Rev. 
<tr. LUCAS: 

. Dr. WHERRY. 

. N. Macnicot, M.A. 
.G. S. Wiveins, M.A. 
. Hy. GULLIFORD. 

. W. H. RicBy. 

. H. E. Sarrorp, M.A. 


Dr. GOLDSACK. 


Te PRESENTS NEED: 


The Committee earnestly appeal for increased resources to carry on this good work. They 
require an addition of £2,000 a year to their income to enable their Indian and Ceylon 
Conimittees to meet the more pressing needs of their various languages. 


NVI OUR SACER 


Assistance in any of the following forms will be very gratefully received :— 


(1) Donations or Annual Subscriptions, large or small. A contribution form 
will be found at the end of this pamphlet. 

(2) Drawing=rooms for afternoon Meetings. Any Lady who has a fair 
sized room may render the Society a great service if she will invite her friends 
to meet our Deputation and hear of the Society’s work. 

(3) Fancy articles of all kinds suitable for sale will also be welcome. These 
should be sent to Miss Foley, 30, John Street, Bedford Row, London, W.C. 

If you cannot assist in any of these ways, will you take a Collecting Box, Book, or 
Card, on behalf of the work? 

Above all, will you unite with the Committee in earnest prayer that the agents of the 
Society at home and in India may be Divinely guided and that the blessing of God may 


rest on every printed page issued by the various Branches of the Society ? 
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TESTIMONIES 


from prominent Indian Officials, Missionaries and others as to the great need of 
Christian Literature in India and the work of this Society. 


Sir Andrew Fraser, K.C.S.I., LL.D. (late 
Lieut.-Governor of Bengal)— 


“In India secular education pure and 
simple, and neutrality in the matter of 
religion, is a necessity for the State; but if 
so, then upon the Christian people of this 
country rests the responsibility of supplying 
a Christian education to the people. What 
we require is a lot of good literature to reach 
the people who have not the chance of 
attending our missionary colleges, or of even 
hearing the missionaries, except perhaps 
but rarely. These people hear a lot about 
Christianity: it is astonishing to find the 
interest that is taken in Christianity and the 
religion of the British Government. Itis a 
great thing to be able to give them books. 
There is also a strong desire for bright lit- 
erature, especially for newspapers or small 
periodicals. These are often read by one man 


to many ot his friends, and it is largely by 
this means that seditious matter is spread 
through the country, and lays hold of the 
people. Good healthy papers for the natives 


to read are wanted in India, and that is a 


want this Society ought to endeavour to meet. 
This great need, which is being felt all over 
India, is one which can only be met by 
earnest, liberal giving at home.” 


eo 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, K.C.S.I. (late 
Lieut.=-Governor of Bengal)— 


‘‘T would only say this, that from the point 
of view of the administrator, there is no doubt 
whatever that there is a great want in India of 
sound literature. It is satisfactory to know, 
however, that a great deal is being done by 
this Society to supply this need, and I assure 
you that the class of literature turned out is 
exactly what is required.” 


The Rev. J. H. Maclean, B.D., United Free 
Church Mission— 


‘Tf India is to be won for Christ, as it is 
sure to be, it must be largely through the 
work of this Society. The Society’s supply 
of books, great as it has been in the past, is 
stillinadequate. Every worker in the Mission 
field should be amply supplied with publica- 
tions to enable him to answer all the common- 
place objections to Christian doctrine and 
Biblical teaching which his opponents may 
raise.”’ 

ao 


Prof. Rev. E. M. Macphail, M.A., Christian 
College, Madras— 


‘The Society has claims upon all Christians 
who wish to see good Christian literature 
in the hands of the people. It has no special 
constituency at home like most Missionary 
Societies, therefore there is a danger that 
people who are enthusiastic in supporting 
Missionary Societies and organisations, may 
give but lukewarm support to such an 
organisation as this Society.” 


The Rev. Canon Hooper, D.D., of the 


C.M.S., Mussourie— 


“While it (the C.L.S.) is continually pub- 
lishing in all the languages of India books 
and tracts which expound the Gospel of our 
blessed Lord and make known His love to 
men, it does not restrict its work to such 
publications. It seeks to supply everything 
in the literary line which the Missionary needs 
—Christian School-books as well as books of 
devotion, and manuals for the Missionary 
himself as well as for his pupils. It is in this 
respect that the value of this Society to every 
Missionary seems to be so great. We could 
not do without it, for it occupies a place which 


no other Society occupies or could occupy. 


It seeks to supply all that the Missionary 
needs, and no publication by which his work 
may be made more effective lies outside his 
province.” 
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35, John St., Bedford Row, London, W.C. 


beg to enclose ENG Sa ss cot 0) OL ON eae ee in aid of the Work of the 


stian Literature Society for India, and hope to continue the same annually. 
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send this pamphlet to the following friends :— 
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